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PREFACE

The 22" Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Biology and Conservation was held April 4-7, 2002 in
Miami, Florida and hosted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The 22" symposium was the
most globally diverse ever with 839 individuals from 73 countries attending the symposium and
associated regional meetings. One third of the attendees were from outside the United States.

This diverse attendance was made possible in large part because of substantial donations from
The Packard Foundation, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, National Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Convention on Migratory Species, Oceanic Research Foun-
dation, and the International Sea Turtle Society which supported travel grants for 170 interna-
tional travelers.

A special one day mini-symposium was held concurrently on the second day of the symposium to
focus specifically on black sea turtle biology and conservation, with 16 invited papers presented.
One hundred and eight oral papers and 321 posters were accepted for the main three-day sym-
posium. Spanish bi-directional interpretation was available for the entire symposium including
the black turtle mini-symposium. For the first time French bi-directional interpretation was avail-
able for most of the three day symposium. Two workshops, one on beachfront lighting and the
other on sea turtle anatomy were well attended.

For two days preceding the symposium, The Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation Network
(WIDECAST) held its annual meeting with country coordinators from 26 Caribbean countries and
territories in attendance. Similarly, The Ninth Reunion of Latin American Sea Turtle Specialists
convened for two days prior to the symposium with 75 attendees from 15 countries. One day prior
to the symposium, two other regional meetings convened at the symposium for the first time.
These were the West African Sea Turtle Specialists Group, attended by 38 individuals from 12
West African and one East African country, and the Mediterranean Sea Turtle Specialists which
had 23 participants and observers from 13 countries. The IUCN Marine Turtle Specialists Group
also met following the symposium and was well attended as always.

This symposium would not have been possible without the service of countless dedicated volun-
teers who contributed thousands of hours during the year preceding the symposium, throughout
the symposium, and until completion of the proceedings. To them on behalf of the entire sympo-
sium community I express our gratitude and deep appreciation.

As you reacquaint yourselves with the broad range of topical and informative papers in the pro-
ceedings it will become self evident just how successful the 22™ Sea Turtle Symposium was in
advancing the cause of sea turtle conservation. It has truly been a great honor and my pleasure
to serve as President of the 22" Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Biology and Conservation.

Earl Possardt
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ents. The awards committee was composed of Jeanette Wyneken (Chair), Ana R. Barragan, Stephen J.
Morreale, Frank V. Paladino, Michael Salmon, Jeffrey A. Seminoff, Lisa Campbell, Molly Lutcavage, Wal-
lace J. Nichols. The awards were financed by the Chelonian Research Foundation and the Sea Turtle
Symposium.
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Poster Presentations

Best Biology Poster

T. Todd Jones, Richard Reina, and Peter L. Lutz. “A comparison of the ontogeny of oxygen consumption in
leatherback, Dermochelys coriacea, and olive ridley, Lepidochelys olivacea, sea turtle hatchlings - Differ-
ent strokes for different life styles” (Department of Biological Sciences, Florida Atlantic University, 777
Glades Rd., Boca Raton, Florida 33431, USA). $500

Runner Up Biology Poster

Milagros Lopez Mendilaharsu, Susan C. Gardner, Jeffrey A. Seminoff, and Rafael Riosmena. “Feeding
ecology of the East Pacific green turtle (Chelonia mydas agassizii), in Bahia Magdalena, B.C.S, Mexico”
(Centro de Investigaciones Biologicas del Noroeste, S.C. La Paz, BCS 23090, Mexico). $250

Best Field-Based & Experimental Conservation Poster

Christopher Makowski, Ryan Slattery, and Michael Salmon. “Shark fishing”: A technique for estimating
the distribution of juvenile green turtles (Chelonia mydas) in shallow water developmental habitats, Palm
Beach County, Florida, U.S.A." (Department of Biological Sciences, Florida Atlantic University, 777 Glades
Rd., Boca Raton, Florida 33431, USA). $500

Runner Up Field-Based & Experimental Conservation Poster

Lesley Hughes, Anthony Cornett, Kendra Garrett, Michael Salmon, and Ann Broadwell. “The influence of
embedded roadway lighting on the orientation of hatchling sea turtles (Caretta caretta)" (Department of
Biological Sciences, Florida Atlantic University, 777 Glades Rd., Boca Raton, Florida 33431, USA). $250

Best Socio-economic Conservation Poster

Antonia C. Marte. “Preliminary study of the trade of hawksbill turtle shell in the Dominican Republic”
(Secretaria de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, Sub-secretaria de Recursos Costeros y Marinos, Av.
J.F. Kennedy, Los Jardines, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic). $500
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Thirty years of spatial and temporal patterns in distribution of emergences
by nesting green turtles in Tortuguero, Costa Rica

Manjula Tiwari', Karen A. Bjorndal', Alan B. Bolten', Rankin Family?,
and Caribbean Conservation Corporation®

' Archie Carr Center for Sea Turtle Research, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 32611, USA
? Tortuguero, Costa Rica
® 4424 NW 13th Street, Suite #A1, Gainesville, Florida 32609, USA

Tortuguero, Costa Rica supports the largest green turtle,
Chelonia mydas, rookery in the Atlantic. A recent study has
shown an encouraging, upward trend for the green turtle nest-
ing population on this 36-km beach. Thirty years (1971-2000) of
nesting data are analyzed to determine trends in spatial and
temporal patterns of distribution for nesting emergences within
a season and among seasons in an increasing, but also naturally

fluctuating, sea turtle population. Addressing issues of spatial
and temporal nesting patterns are essential for determining the
role of density-dependent effects on the reproductive success of
this population and, consequently, the carrying capacity of the
beach. These results have important implications for recovery
and management plans.

A power analysis of selected Caribbean sea turtle population trends

Rhema Kerr Bjorkland and James I. Richardson

Institute of Ecology, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia 30602, USA

An important objective of survey and monitoring programs is
the assessment of population trends. Increasingly such assess-
ments are being used to adaptively manage natural resources.
Our objective is to see with what confidence (as measured by
statistical power) are some of the current survey

designs for nesting beach studies able to detect population
trends. Using data from several long-term sea turtle research
programs in the Caribbean, we examine the implication of study
duration and monitoring frequency on estimates of power. Our
results inform our discussions on the implications for the design
and conduct of nesting beach studies.

New insights into population biology of leatherbacks from 20 years of research:
profile of a Caribbean nesting population in recovery

Donna L. Dutton, Peter H. Dutton®, Rafe Boulon’, William C. Coles®, and Milani Y. Chaloupka’

! Ocean Planet Research, 12368 Rue Fountainebleau, San Diego, California 92131, USA
* National Marine Fisheries Service, Southwest Fisheries Science Center, 8604 La Jolla Shores Drive, La Jolla, California 92037, USA
* National Park Service, St. John, 00831 U.S. Virgin Islands
* DPNR, Division of Fish and Wildlife, St. Croix 00840, US Virgin Islands
° Indooroopilly Sciences Centre, 80 Meiers Road, Indooroopilly, Queensland 4068, Australia

The Sandy Point Leatherback Project takes place on the
Sandy Point National Wildlife Refuge in St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Is-
lands. The Virgin Islands Department of Planning and Natural
Resources, the project's managing agency, began flipper tag-
ging in 1977, and since 1981 saturation tagging and consistent
night patrols each night during the main part of the nesting sea-
son have yielded a complete database of information on each
female nesting at Sandy Point. Because Sandy Point is subject to
predictable seasonal patterns of erosion and accretion, nest relo-
cation of "doomed" clutches (those laid in the erosion zone or
below the high water mark and thus have little or no chance of
survival) has also been done since 1982. Prior to the start of this
project, about 30-40% of nests were washed away, and humans
took most of the rest. Nightly patrols and this intensive reloca-
tion effort have reduced these threats. Numbers of females nest-
ing annually have increased from around 25 - 30 in the early
years to a record 186 in 2001 (Fig. 1). Hatchling numbers have
increased from about 2,000 in 1982 to over 41,000 in 2001 (Fig.
2). There was minimal hatchling production prior to 1982, when
we began relocating around 30% of the nests laid each season.
We propose that the exponential growth in adult numbers be-
ginning in 1991-1992 is the result of the orders of magnitude in-
crease in hatchling production that began in 1982. These trends
are consistent with the average age of maturity of 9-14 years
that has been proposed for leatherbacks (Zug 1996). The data
for the St. Croix nesting population is of sufficient quality to al-
low application of new modeling techniques that incorporate

more realistic assumptions than in the past. Dutton et al. (2000)
have previously expressed concern over low nester survival es-
timated from tag-recapture data, however acknowledged that
their measure of "apparent survival", which did not take into
account emigration, may have underestimated actual survival.
Here we present preliminary results of a more sophisticated
model and provide new estimates of nester survival.

Genetic Fingerprinting. We used multiple genetic markers
(mtDNA and microsatellites) to construct genetic fingerprints,
and have been able to identify individuals and determine family
relationships (Dutton et al. 2002). These relationships suggest
that this population increase is the result of conservation meas-
ures applied years ago.